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Abstract

P.R.A. Reynolds : Transmission and recall: the use of short

wall anchors in the wide world : PhD.

This thesis considers the use of a little-known building technique: short
wall anchor construction. Ignored by its users and misunderstood by
many of those who observed it subsequently, the short wall anchor
construction technique has proved a useful window into the perception

and behaviour of early modern people and subsequent communities.

Using the technology of the late twentieth century: the relational
database, digital mapping and the internet I have taken a world-wide
approach to analyse and interpret the short wall anchor as a feature

within an assemblage.

This analysis, and a study of the processes and contexts of transmission
has demonstrated a close connection between display, narrative and
identity and the building facade. Short wall anchors give insight into
these practices in the early modern world - the whole world - where new

relationships between people, places and things were being forged.

569 pages, 156 illustrations (all in colour), 5 maps (all in colour), 10
tables, bibliograply, CD of entire thesis, including animated maps and

database.
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Preface

In 1992 I began to work for English Heritage, cataloguing a collection of
architectural fragments at Great Yarmouth, Norfolk. The collection had
been acquired during the late 1940s, when a quarter of the town was
being levelled prior to redevelopment. The area had been earmarked for
redevelopment by the local council since early in the century, as the
housing stock was thought to be of poor quality. The houses had, in
addition, been greatly damaged in their use as a training area for
hand-to-hand combat during the second world war, and the local council

had long wanted to clear the neighbourhood.

However, the area was known to contain a great number of medieval and
early modern buildings. Local antiquarians had been arguing against
slum clearance proposals, contending that Great Yarmouth was a
precious survivor of an early modern town. They set up a trust and in
1908 purchased the Old Merchant’s House, 8, Row 117. In 1943, after
some bomb damaged had occurred in the Rows, but before the site was
handed over to the army, B.StJ. O’Neil, Inspector of Ancient
Monuments, visited the town and recorded some of the buildings

between Rows 107 and 128 (Tooke 1987, 9).

In 1947 O’Neil (PRO WORKI14/1348 14269) argued that the Old
Merchant’s House should be taken into guardianship of the Ministry of
Works. In his proposal that the house was suitable to be taken into
guardianship, O’Neil implies that it was as meritorious as Hampton
Court palace. This house was taken into guardianship in 1949, and the
following year the adjoining part of the house (9, Row 117) was
purchased. In 1951, another house in Row 111 (Nos 6, 7 and 8), was
thought to have survived well enough to be preserved, and was taken into
guardianship. The foreman of works engaged on the repair of these two
houses in the late 1940s and 1950s, Mr Rosie, salvaged many items from
the surrounding buildings. Initially, the idea seems to have been that they
could be used in the restoration of the two houses, but the collection of
windows, doors, mouldings, panelling, tiles, and other fragments grew

beyond this, to a collection to act as a memorial to the craftsmen who

had built Yarmouth.
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The surrounding area was levelled. One local resident recalled the
bulldozers moving earth turned white with the quantity of delft tile
(English Heritage oral history tapes). Terraces of social housing
maisonettes were built, cutting across the now obliterated medieval street

pattern.

I had been brought in to catalogue this collection because I had expertise
in door furniture. I found some other areas of the collection quite
unfamiliar. I was particularly intrigued by the iron wall anchors, a
building component I had never met before. Unlike the rest of the
collection, where there were reference books, comparable collections and
comparable material in situ, to help me catalogue the collection, the wall
anchors seemed to be as isolated, solitary and strange as the two historic

houses, now marooned in a sea of maisonettes.

The contract completed, I continued to notice wall anchors, and to
wonder about the people who had built with them. Dissatisfaction with
that unproductive speculating led me to decide to undertake this research

degree.
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